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LASTYEAR WAS A BIG YEAR! As | reflect on Lead DSM’s best year yet, two words
come to mind: evolution and celebration.

In recent years, we’ve evolved into an organization that provides critical programs
to help Greater Des Moines’ caretakers and changemakers lead more thoughtfully
and intentionally. Think of us as a school for community leaders. That school evolved
so much that it needed a new name to communicate its impact and reach. Thus, we
introduced Lead DSM, which is the umbrella for the Greater Des Moines Leadership
Institute, Community Connect, the Youth Leadership Initiative, and more.

A bigger organization required more person power. We welcomed Jessica Taylor-
Fink as Development and Marketing Manager, and promoted Kelly Royal to a full-
time position as Program and Operations Manager. A bigger staff required room to
spread our wings, so we became the first tenant of the new C3 Center, owned by
the Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines at 1910 Ingersoll.
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Our evolution in the last year and over the last four decades was
cause for celebration. More than 300 alumni gathered at Des 4 o
Moines Water Works Park to toast to 40 years of community
leadership development. Thank you to those who joined us! YEARS!

As we look forward to the next 40 years, we will continue to evolve as we set
bigger, better, and bolder goals for helping our community’s leaders make
thoughtful and intentional impact in Greater Des Moines. We promise to make you
proud and invite you to be part of Lead DSM’s bigger, better, bolder future.

Gratefully,
Amy

PS. If you believe that thoughtful, intentional leaders are critical for our community’s future,
please support our mission-driven organization by becoming a 1982 Society member today.
Most donors give at the $125 level or above.

WE CELEBRATED OUR
40TH ANNIVERSARY AND
ENTERED ANEW CHAPTERAS

In 1982, our organization was built on the belief that caring
about the future was critical for our community’s success.
In 40 years, Lead DSM has graduated 3000+ caretakers

of Greater DSM’s future from 4+ leadership programs who
serve 286+ community organizations. That’s a lot of impact.
And we’re not done.

Last fall, we introduced Lead DSM, the new umbrella B I G G E R

brand that now encompasses the Greater Des

Moines Leadership Institute, Community Connect,

Youth Leadership Initiative, and more.Lead DSM Bigger = more programs, increased reach

brings leaders together to learn, to act, and to make Better = more staff, enhanced learning

bold change happen in Greater Des Moines. Bolder = more brave conversations, more courageous action
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YOUTH LEADERSHIP

INITIATIVE

The Youth Leadership Initiative
(YLI) releases untapped potential in
the next generation of community
leaders. These young leaders

learn skills that propel them into
their next steps of life and as they
embrace their roles as shapers of a
community where their dreams can
be realized. High school students
get out of the classroom and

into real-life learning experiences
throughout Greater Des Moines.

CLASS OF 2023

Jade Anderson, Lincoln High School
Tyler Anderson, Valley High School
Emily Barr, North Polk High School
Anna Bechtel, Valley High School

Jackson Boesen, Dowling Catholic High
School

Kira Brockman, Nevada High School

Sophia Burns, Dowling Catholic High
School

Campbell Crabb, Southeast Polk High
School

Grace Fisher, Northwest High School
Cydnee Greene, North High School
Henry Groos, Norwalk High School
Abby Harris, Johnston High School

Bennett Hoaglund, Ankeny Centennial
High School

Finn Huggins, Roosevelt High School
Isabelle Huggins, Roosevelt High School

Sophia Juhasz-Boess, Indianola High
School

Cade Littlefield, Waukee High School
Kenneth Martinez, Perry High School
Nicholas Michel, Indianola High School

Violet Montgomery, Northwest High
School

Ayanna Murray, Ankeny High School
Saina Narsian, Waukee High School

Noah Olson-Daniel, Dowling Catholic High
School

Danny Pierick, Dowling Catholic High
School

Saw Gee Dow Sow, North High School

Audrey Stone, Dowling Catholic High
School

Delanee Stuve, East High School

Sophia Taylor, Ankeny Centennial High
School

Jaden Tennant, Saydel High School
Elijah Washburn, Urbandale High School
kBrut:e Zhu, Valley High School

GREATER DES MOINES
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

The Greater Des Moines Leadership
Institute prepares leaders from
across Central lowa to be effective
stewards for our community’s
future. The nine-month curriculum
offers a view of Greater Des Moines
from different vantage points,
heightens participant awareness

of current community conditions
and issues, enhances individual and
group leadership skills, and helps
class members see themselves as
partners for change.

CLASS OF 2023

Lisa Behrends, YSS

Abby Bogaards, On With Life

Isaac Bracher, OPN Architects

Claire Brehmer, Hubbell Realty Co.

Lia Brown, Polk County Treasurer

Maria Brownell, Ahlers & Cooney PC
Marcus Coenen, Felsburg Holt & Ullevig
Lacy Covarrubias, Community State Bank
Dustyn Curran, Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Jana Daisy, Volunteer lowa

Matt Davis, Neumann Brothers, Inc.

Joe Dolack Ill, DMARC

Tom Florian, West Des Moines Chamber of
Commerce

Jody Gifford, NCMIC

Joshua Hemberger, Substance
Architecture

Vanessa Howell, The Howell Solution
Christine Johnson, Wells Fargo

Dau Jok, West Des Moines Community
Schools

Aaron Jones, Belin McCormick, P.C.

Karie Kading Ramsey, Kading/Kading
Properties

Emily Karwoski, Principal
Latoya Lewis, Optum

Danielle Martin, United Way of Central
lowa

Wayne Middleton, Bankers Trust
Devon Moody, Confluence

Anna Nalean, Delta Dental of lowa
Dave O'Loughlin, AECOM

Josh Palik, Felsburg Holt & Ullevig

Missy Reams, Bidwell Riverside Center -
Hawthorn Hill

Maria Robinson, Community Champion
Kelly Royal, Lead DSM

John Ryan, Ryan Companies US, Inc.
Cara Shindler, Gilbert & Cook

Rachel Summers, Blank Park Zoo

Anna Sunstrom, Everybody Wins! lowa

Adrianne Towe, Waukee Community
Schools Foundation

Anh Tran, Corteva

Jake Unruh, JP Morgan Chase

Dan Warfel, GDM Habitat for Humanity
Risha Weber, Nationwide Insurance

. S

The
concise, five-session curriculum,
with guidance from program
mentors, helps participants uncover
and leverage their personal values
and interests, leading to intentional
engagement in the community.

Jonathan Baudler, UnityPoint Health
Carrie Blackburn, Tidy Butterfly, LLC
Kayla Chapman, Randstad Technologies

Elizabeth Corbett, Community
Foundation of Greater Des Moines

Betsy De Glopper, Community Foundation
of Greater Des Moines

Lisa Dwight, Bankers Trust

Rick Eftink, Grand View University

Levi Fink, Finkspace

Matthew Gaul, BBS Architects | Engineers
Lauren Gray, ISG

Dakoda Hall, Des Moines Area Regional
Transit

Emilee Harris-Puricelli, City of Des Moines
Ngozi Ighokwe, Bright Horizons

Ameenah Jones, RE/MAX Concepts

Amy Madyun, lowa Donor Network

Cristy Magill, EMC Insurance Companies
Nicholas Miller, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Kristen Mott, Private Wealth Asset
Management

Colin Muehleisen, Blank Park Zoo

Katie Petermeier, EMC Insurance
Companies

Jack Plagge, City State Bank

Brandon Pollard, IMPACT Community
Action Partnership

Austin Pueschel, Athene

KC Routos, Animal Rescue League of lowa
Brooke Thielking, United Healthcare/
Optum

Katie Vandal, ISG

Bryce Verlinden, Community Choice
Credit Union

Sonja Watson, SYW Creations

Laura Wiersema, lowa State University
Foundation

Heidi Willis, INVISION Architecture

Natalie Wingert-Lampman, Holmes
Murphy & Associates



THANKYOU TO OUR DONOR
MEMBERS! JuLY 2022-JUNE 2023

ARTHUR’S CIRCLE-
$5,000
Robert Riley, Jr.

LIFE CHANGER’S
CIRCLE- $2,500
Sam Early

Judy McCoy Davis
Steven Siembieda

STEWARD’S
CIRCLE- $1,000
Bethany Crouch
Maggie Hibbs

Bill Knapp Il
Debbie Korver
Stacy Lage

Sara Lehan
Bridget Shapansky

CHAMPION’S

CIRCLE- $500

Kelly Altes

Heather Groben

Amy Jennings

Chris Juhl

Kayla Kovarna

Jim Nelson

Joy Talmon

Armel Traore dit
Nignan

Missy Reams

Matt Unger

INSPIRED LEADER-
$250
Emily Abbas
Soumya
Bhattacharya
Mike Brinker
David Chapman
Donald Coffin
Beth Coonan
Michaela Devaney
Lowe
Brooke Findley
Paige Finney
Louis Fountain
Jann Freed
Michelle Geneser
Jody Gifford
Joe Gonzalez
David Hofmann
Michelle Hutson
Bo James
Gregory Lin
Laura Miller
Jennifer Moseley
Anna Nalean
Danielle Propst
Kelly Royal
Scott Seeliger
Kendra Simmons
Travis Simpson
Abigail Weatherwax
Risha Weber
AJ Wolfe
Andrea Woodard
Mee Yang-Lee

CONNECTED

LEADER- $125

TJ Amos

Denise Attard
Sacco

Ken Auge

Anne Bacon
Michael Bechtel
Kristie Bell
Brooke Benschoter
Dawn Brandt
Lia Brown
Janelle Buxton
Teree Caldwell
Johnson
David Caris
Stephanie Cassady
Mary Chapman
Megan Claypool
Chris Coleman
Mary Core
Daniel Corron
Chad Crabb
Dustyn Curran
Jana Daisy
Christopher Deal
Megan Drake
Christine Eckles
Chad Ellsworth
Angie Fagervik-Chia
Trina Flack
Kim Foltz
Jessica Giesinger
Jason Giles
Mollie Giller
Katie Hart
Sara Herman
Matt Hillis
Erin Hockman
Kara Hogue
Bryan Huggins
Ngozi Igbokwe
Susan Judkins
Josten
Kathy Koenig
Carrie Kruse
Joe Lee
Frank Lee
Latoya Lewis
Leah Lint
Justin Mandelbaum
John Matovina
Kat McClure
Gene McCracken
Mary Mendenhall
Core
Corey Morrison
Mark Nevenhoven
David O’Loughlin
Claire Orlando
Mark Peiffer
Emily Pontius
Elizabeth Presutti
Annette Renaud
Maria Robinson
Katie Roth
Elsie Rotich
KC Routos
Mickey Ryan
Nicole Schleif Sinn
Cory Scott
Katie Sembach
Sally Sonnenburg
Ruth Staplin
Katie Stevenson
Tamir Talmon
Tony Timm
Kerry Vande Kieft
Daniel Warfel
Neal Westin

Staci Williams
Carrie Woerdeman

Michael Wolnerman

Geoff Wood
STANDARD

MEMBERSHIP- $75

Jodi Allen
Russell Bitterman
Abby Bogaards
Isaac Bracher
Amanda Brend-
Zwanziger
Joyce Chapman
Marcus Coenen
Marianne Coppock
Creighton Cox
Meredith Dohmen
Cara Donels
Cassie Dubberke
Steve Eckley
Tricia Erb
Jonathan Gano
Bruce Graves
Cyndi Harmeyer
Fisher
Stephanie
Hemberger
Joshua Hemberger
Philip Hodgin
Christina Jarck
Jane Jeffries
Dau Jok
Shelly Jordan
Karie Kading
Ramsey
Emily Karwoski
Mary Ellen Kimball
Tony Kioko
Kourtney
Kirkpatrick
Tracy Levine
Chris Anne and
Lauren Maier
Danielle Martin
Ashley Mataloni
Matt Meline
Heather Morrison
June Owens
Joshua Palik
John Palmer
Nick Peterson
Artis Reis
Stuart Ruddy
John Ryan
Jennifer Schwartz
Brian Schwartz
Cara Shindler
Katy Stovall
Tiffany Tauscheck
Sharon Townsend
Jill Trobaugh
Derek Trobaugh
Jake Unruh
Zach Valigosky
Steve Van Every
Matt Van Loon
Estela Villanueva-
Whitman
Chris Wood

Join your fellow alums in supporting Lead DSM

today at LeadDSM.org/membership

THANKYOU TO OUR SPONSORS!

Bankers Trust
Belin McCormick
Delta Dental of lowa
Fredrikson & Byron

Businessolver

Community State
Bank

Corteva
DART
Diversified
Management Services
EMC Insurance

Hubbell Realty
Company
INVISION Architecture
ISG

GDMLI Class of 2022

GreenState Credit
Union

lowa Credit Union
League

lowa Soybean
Association

Knapp Properties

ITA Group
Ryan Companies
Wellmark

Merchants Bonding
Company

Neumann Bros.
OPN Architects
RC Search Group
RSM
Turner Construction

Alliant Energy FEH Design

Lashier Graphics

United Healthcare

Terracon

Inspired Vision

LEAD DSM BOARD MEMBERS 2022-23

Debbie Korver
BOARD CHAIR
Farm Bureau Financial Services

Jenna Siberz
KPMG LLP

Stacy Lage
Nationwide Insurance

Scott Seeliger

Jennifer Moseley
Turner Construction

Abigail Weatherwax
Consumer Safety Technology

Danielle Propst
ISG

AJ Wolfe
Terracon

AniDas

lowa State University Extension and

Outreach - 4H
Katie Sembach

The Lauridsen Group

Joy Talmon
United Way of Central lowa Maggie Hibbs
Joe Benesh Principal
The Ingenuity Company Stephanie Cassady

Brooke Findley
Chrysalis Foundation

Michaela Devaney Lowe
Food Bank of lowa

lowa Select Farms, L.L.P.

Laura Miller
Principal

Jane Jeffries

Community Youth Concepts


http://LeadDSM.org/membership

